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1. Telxon corporation ("TelxonII), by its attorneys and

pursuant to section 1.415(c) of the Commission's Rules, hereby

submits its Reply Comments in the above-referenced proceeding. In

the subject Notice of Proposed Rule MAking and Notice of Inquiry

("NPRK/NOI") ,V the Commission: (a) commenced a rulemaking

proceeding, proposing the allocation of the 449 MHz band for wind

profiler radar systems (llwind profilers ll ); and (b) instituted an

inquiry, requesting comment on whether additional spectrum,

inclUding the 915 MHz band, may be required for wind profilers. Y

Telxon limits its Reply Comments to the proposed allocation of

frequencies in the 902-928 MHz band for wind profilers. For the

following reasons, Telxon opposes such allocation of those frequencies.

V 8 FCC Rcd 2546 (1993).

1,/ The Commission's request for co_ents on a 900 MHz band
allocation for wind profilers follows from an August 13, 1992
Petition for Rule Haking in which Radian Corporation ("Radian")
requested that the Commission allocate 2 MHz at 914-916 MHz for
wind profilers. Telxon filed an Opposition to the Petition on
November 2, 1992. After comments on the Petition were fimed,.
Radian enlarged its request to 12.5 MHz at 908.75-921.25 MHz.

Nl.oIC.'I."
UltAICDE
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2. Telxon manufactures and supplies personal computer-based

local area networks which communicate by means of spread spectrum

technology operating over the frequencies 902-928 MHz and under

Part 15 of the Commission's Rules. Telxon's systems allow, inter

AliA, airlines to coordinate aircraft de-icing and baggage control

and car rental companies to promptly process customer orders and

complete vehicle inventory. The allocation of the 908.75-921.25

MHz band to wind profilers would jeopardize Telxon's system

operations and thus harm its customers.

I. NO ANALYSIS HAS BEEN PRESENTED WHICH DEMONSTRATES THAT WIND
PRQFlLERS WILL NOT INTERFERE WITH CURRENT LICENSED OPERATIONS
IN THE 902-928 MHZ BAND

3. In the NPBM/NOI, the Commission noted: n ••• there is

insufficient information in the record regarding the potential

impact of an allocation for wind profilers in the 902-928 MHz band

on the current users of this band. nV The Commission specifically

asked that commenters address technical characteristics of wind

profilers and their ability to share spectrum with existing and

proposed uses. Y Radian, the only entity filing comments in

support of its proposed allocation, has failed to respond to the

Commission's request.

4. The other commenters correctly point out that, in its

Petition for Rulemaking and comments related thereto, Radian has

provided no hard evidence that wind profilers in the 902-928 MHz

V NPBM/NOI at , 19.

Y I,g.
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band will not interfere with current operations in that band. lI

Radian's Comments in this proceeding similarly fail to establish

that wind profilers in the subject band will in fact not cause

interference to current users in the band.~ Moreover, Radian has

provided no concrete proposal for coordination with current users,

nor studies to demonstrate that wind profiler operations will not

interfere with current users. In fact, Radian itself is uncertain

whether its wind profiler operations will cause interference. Y In

short, the comments filed in this proceeding establish that an NPRM

~-----

is not warranted at this time. §I There is still insufficient

evidence with which to conclude that an allocation for wind

11 SO A.s.SL. Co_ents of North AIlerican Teletrac and Location
Technologies ("Teletrac") at 6; Pinpoint Co..unications
("Pinpoint") at 10; Consolidated Clients of Wilkinson, Barker,
Knauer' Quinn ("Consolidated Clients") at 3; and Hughes Aircraft
Company at 5.

The 900 MHz band already houses govermaent radiolocation
service; amateur radio service; autoaatic vehicle monitoring;
industrial scientific and medical equipment service; and unlicensed
devices under Part 15, such as those of Telxon.

~ Radian provides only a single conclusory paragraph at page 10
of its thirteen-page Comments to purportedly establish that wind
profilers will not interfere with current users in the 900 MHz
band.

Y .au Comments of Radian at iv. (" ••• it is unlikely 915 MHz
profilers will interfere with other users •.. wind profilers can
operate •••with little or no inconvenience to users sharing
band ••• ").

§I ~ Comments of American Radio Relay League, Incorporation,
RM-8092 at 2-3 (filed Nov. 2, 1992) ("For the Commission to propose
a specific frequency allocation for wind profilers now would be
inconsistent with the active participation of the United states in
the ongoing CCIR studies.").
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profilers in the 902-928 MHz band will not harm current operations

in the band.

II. WIND PROFILER AND PART 15 OPERATIONS IN THE 902-928 MHZ BAND
CANNOT EFFECTIVELY COEXIST

5. Because Part 15 devices, including those of Telxon,

operate at low power levels, they are highly susceptible to

interference. Such spread spectrum systems must already share the

crowded 902-928 MHz band on a non-interference basis with several

other services.~ To allow the high power wind profilers Radian

intends to operate in the band would severely impair the viability

of the Part 15 devices. The Commission should not jeopardize the

highly spectrally efficient Part 15 systems by considering further

Radian's request to operate on this band.

6. Conversely, as many commenters note, Part 15 operations

will cause interference to wind profiler systems. liV Under

secondary status, Part 15 users are obligated to correct any

interference problems Which may arise. The characteristics of Part

15 devices in operation, however, will make it difficult to

determine the source of such interference to wind profilers.11I

Radian indicated in its August 13, 1992 Petition for Rulemaking at

4 that wind profilers operating in the vicinity of airports can

~ ~ supra note 5.

liV ~ Comments of Consolidated Clients at 4; Hughes Aircraft
Company at 6-7; and Metricom, Inc. at 5 •

.111 ~ Comments of Telecommunications Industry Association Mobile
& Personal Communications Consumer Radio section at 2-3 ("However,
as a practical matter, a wind profiler system operator may be
unable to identify Part 15 interference sources ••• ").
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enhance the safety of life by detecting wind shear conditions.

Interference caused by Part 15 devices could jeopardize the

collection of such crucial data.

III. CONCLUSION

7. Under section 1. 407 of its Rules, only if the "Commission

determines that [a petition for rulemaking] discloses sufficient

reasons in support of the action requested to justify the

institution of a rule making proceeding••• " will an appropriate

notice of proposed rule making issued. Because Radian failed to so

establish in its Petition for Rulemaking and subsequent related

filings, that such action by the Commission was warranted with

respect to its requested 900 MHz allocation for wind profilers, the

Commission issued only a Notice of Inquiry with regard to such an

allocation, noting that there was insufficient evidence before it

regarding potential impact on other users of wind profilers in the

902-928 MHz band. None of the comments filed in response to the

NOI, including those of Radian, provide further information to

establish that 900 MHz wind profilers will not adversely affect

current users in the band. Indeed, the bulk of the comments filed

suggest that interference will, in fact, be caused.1Y

liV ~ ~ Comments of Pinpoint at 7-9 ("Notwithstanding the
dearth of specific technical information, however, the Radian
Petition contains evidence strongly suggesting that wind profiler
operations centered at 915 MHz may cause substantial interference
problems to users throughout the 902-928 MHz band."); Comments of
Teletrac at 5 ("The record to date suggests that potentials for
interference may be significant"). ~ A1a2 Comments of
Consolidated Clients at 3, 8; Enscan, Inc. at 3, 4; and Metricom,
Inc. at 4-5.
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8. In light of the foregoing, the Commission should not

issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to allocate any frequencies

in the 902-928 MHz band to wind profiler systems.

Respectfully submitted,

TELXON CORPORATION

By: i~£A-- ~, ~ ~
Wil~ D. Freedma
Coleen M. Egan

Gurman, Kurtis, Blask & Freedman,
Chartered

1400 16th street, N.W.
suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 328-8200

Its Attorneys

JUly 15, 1993
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